
PROCEEDINGS OF THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

May 12, 2014                                                                        
 
Be it duly noted these minutes of 5/12/14 are UNOFFICIAL minutes. 
 
The Board of Supervisors met in regular session at 8:30AM with Board members Jerry L. Plagge-Chairman, 
Michael Nolte and Corey Eberling present. 
  
Guests:  Nick Pedley-Hampton Chronicle/Sheffield Press 
  
Motion by Eberling, seconded by Plagge, approves the agenda as submitted with one exception:  Work in the 
Right of Way permit for Jon Peterson to place signage at 190

th
 and Olive Avenue and 155

th
 Street and Olive 

Avenue shall be removed from the agenda.  All ayes, motion carried.   
   
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, approves the minutes of 5/5/14.  All ayes. Motion carried.  
  
Committee Updates:  Admiral Leahy open house, Workforce Development, Conservation-Robinson Property. 
 
Public Comment:  Gabe Johanns-IT Director presented information on possible purchase of tablets for use by 
the Board of Supervisors.  Tablet capabilities were discussed and compared to advantages of laptop usage for 
the Board’s review.    
 
Brent Symens-Assistant County Attorney met with the Board regarding a letter received by Franklin County 

from Miller and Miller regarding State vs. Thomas Rooney.  Brent stated that since the county has no 

jurisdiction in this matter this will be turned over to the County’s insurance company.  The insurance company 

will determine course of action to take.   

Brent Symens-Assistant County Attorney was also present for discussion of a letter received from the Hampton-

Dumont School District regarding prosecution of  truancy and high absenteeism at the school.  Brent stated that 

the County Attorney’s Office has prosecuted in the past.  Unfortunately,  issuance of  a Child in Need of 

Assistance Petition does not, from past experience, result in the outcome desired by the County Attorney or the 

school system.  Bringing criminal charges against the parents has also been attempted, and has not been 

successful in past efforts.  Also, in these cases, a mediator (unfunded) is also required, which is costly, and does 

not appear to alter the end result.   

  

Motion by Eberling, seconded by Nolte, approves Franklin County Utility Permit Application for Windstream 

Communications to place copper telephone cable in Dogwood Avenue from 60
th

 Street north 3000 feet.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Plan for Community Resource Center parking lot and addition to the building was discussed with the Board by 

Jay Waddingham-County Engineer.  Jay estimated this would be approximately a six-month project.   Concern 

was brought up with upcoming reform of the Mental Health/Case Management Systems, and the effects of this 

reform on space requirements.  Also present was Russell Wood-CPC Director/Planning & Zoning, who 

expressed confidence that the space could be populated by various entities in the future.  Since more will be 

known of the effects of this reform in upcoming months, no action was taken.      

 

Law Enforcement Center parking lot paving project was discussed with Jay Waddingham-County Engineer.  No 

action taken.  

 

Ron Dunt-Hampton City Administrator was present for discussion of sharing of start-up dollars for dispatch 

communications between Franklin County and the City of Hampton beginning July 1, 2014 for FY 14/15.  Also 

present were Michelle Giddings-Auditor and Amy Holmgaard-1
st
 Deputy Auditor.  These dollars would be in 

addition to the quarterly payments of 25% of the amount budgeted to fund dispatch through the year.  Ron will 

work with Auditor Michelle Giddings to come up with a solution to present to the Hampton City Council, as 

well as the Board of Supervisors.  These start-up dollars are necessary for cash flow for dispatch payroll and 

expenses for July and August until county tax dollars begin to flow in for this purpose.   No action taken.  



 

Darren Chipp was present regarding purchase of seven certificates of county-owned tax sale properties.  Chad 

Murray-Treasurer was present at the Board’s request to review information on these parcels so the Board is clear 

on what assessments would need to be potentially waived on each.  Special city assessments cannot be waived 

by the County.   Standardized procedure was discussed for these purchases in the future.   

Motion by Plagge, seconded by Nolte approved purchase of County tax sale certificates for seven properties at a 

cost of $25 per property and $10 per mobile home as follows: Parcel numbers: 093110103500, 073323401100,  

093110103300,  093110102600,  093110103400,  072847600400, and one mobile home Vin: 02375C2451.  Any 

taxes due and payable September 1, 2014, will be paid by Chipp.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, approves Claims for period ending May 11, 2014.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, to rescind Resolution 2012-54: Franklin County Support for the Rock 

Island Clean Line Electric Transmission Project. Present was: Nick Pedley-Hampton Chronicle/Sheffield Press, 

Renee Hansen, Audrea Keninger, Kim Junker, Jon Peterson and Russell Wood-Planning & Zoning. Discussion 

was held:  The Supervisors gave reasons for rescinding the Resolution originally signed in 2012; as more 

information has been made available.  In 2012 Franklin County Attorney advised Franklin County Conservation 

and Franklin County against signing letters of support. The Board has concerns of eminent domain, lack of 

resident support and the need to help protect the rights of Franklin County citizens; even though the Supervisors 

want to support economic development in the County, they need to be neutral in positions regarding this Project. 

Questions were asked why the County Attorney advised them against signing?  It was explained it was due to 

safety concerns on the bike trail, easements and possibly preventing addition of structures by Conservation on 

the trail.  Other concerns expressed by those in attendance were: negative effect to farmers, losing permanent 

control of their land with these easements and if the easements were signed the control of the landowner is gone.  

Another question asked by those present was how Resolution 2012-54 originally came into the hands of the Iowa 

Utilities Board?  The Supervisors answered that the original Resolution was forwarded to Rock Island Clean 

Line Electric and to the Iowa Utilities Board,  which was normal procedure.  This rescission, if approved today, 

will be forwarded on to the Iowa Utilities Board and Clean Line Electric.   

Discussion ceased. 

Motion rescinds Resolution 2012-54. 

Eberling-Aye, Nolte-Aye, Plagge-Aye.  Resolution duly rescinded. 

 

RESCINDED RESOLUTION 2012-54 

Franklin County, Iowa, Resolution of Support for the Rock Island Clean Line Electric Transmission Project 
WHEREAS, Franklin County, Iowa desires to improve the quality of life for its citizens by strengthening the economy and 
improving the environment; 
WHEREAS, Clean Line Energy is developing the Rock Island Clean Line (the “Project”), a 500-mile overhead high 
voltage direct current electric transmission line that will transmit cost-effective wind-generated electricity from northwest 
Iowa to Illinois;  
WHEREAS, Clean Line Energy will pay $7,000 per transmission line mile each year to be apportioned among the 
applicable taxing districts in each County in which the line will operate; 
WHEREAS, Clean Line Energy has indicated it will utilize local services and local labor to the extent possible during 
construction of the transmission line, thus providing new business opportunities for local county businesses and residents; 
WHEREAS, Clean Line Energy will make payments to property owners for the easements needed to construct and 
operate the Project; 
WHEREAS, by opening new transmission capacity on the electric transmission grid and providing a pathway to the 
market, the Rock Island Clean Line will enable more than $7 billion in new wind farms to be constructed in northwest Iowa 
that otherwise could not be built due to the lack of available electric transmission infrastructure;  
WHEREAS, the construction of the Rock Island Clean Line across the state of Iowa will boost demand for materials and 
services that support the transmission and wind power industries; 
WHEREAS, County residents will benefit generally from the construction and manufacturing jobs and associated 
economic benefits that the Project will provide; 
WHEREAS, the Rock Island Clean Line will result in substantial financial investment in the State of Iowa and the counties 
in which the line will operate; 
WHEREAS, by enabling more wind energy to be utilized, the Project will bring substantial environmental benefits to the 
region, resulting in cleaner air and cleaner water; and 



WHEREAS, Clean Line will apply to the Iowa Utilities Board for an electric transmission franchise to construct and operate 
the transmission line in the State of Iowa. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Franklin County County supports Clean Line Energy’s efforts to develop and 
construct the Rock Island Clean Line; and be it  
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County will work cooperatively with Clean Line Energy during the development and 
construction of the Project; and be it 
FURTHER RESOLVED; that a copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the Iowa Utilities Board. 
BE IT DULY ADOPTED this 17th day of December 2012, with the vote thereon being as follows: 
AYES: Eberling, Plagge, Nolte  
 

Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, adopts Resolution 2014-16: Approving a Fee Schedule for Planning and  

Zoning Ordinance 6.1 to reference the most recently approved Fee Schedule. Plagge-Aye, Eberling-Aye, Nolte,  

Aye.  Resolution duly adopted. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

Set in 
1985 

Set in 
2006 

Set in 
2009 Set in 2014 

 Zoning Board of Adjustment  Appeal  $         50   $        100   $         100   $            200  
 Zoning Board of Adjustment  Variance  $         50   $        100   $         100   $            200  
 Zoning Board of Adjustment  Conditional Use  $         50   $        100   $         100   $            200  
 Planning Commission Zoning Change  $         75   $        150   $         150   $            250  
 Planning Commission Text Amendment  $         75   $        150   $         150   $            250  
 

Subdivision 
Preliminary Plat 
Review  $          -     None   $         150   $            225  

 Subdivision Final Plat Review  $          -     None   $         200   $            275  
 Subdivision Waiver  $          -     None   $           25   $              50  
 Building Permit  $0-$7,500   $         25   $          -     $           -     $              25  
 Building Permit  $7,501-$25,000   $         25   $         25   $           25   $              50  
 Building Permit $25,001-$50,000  $         25   $         50   $           50   $              75  
 Building Permit $50,001-$100,000  $         25   $         75   $           75   $            100  
 Building Permit $100,001-$250,000  $         25   $        100   $         100   $            125  
 Building Permit $250,001-$500,000  $         25   $        200   $         200   $            225  
 Building Permit $500,001 & Up  $         25   $        300   $         300   $            325  
 Building Permit Agricultural Use  $         25   $          -     $           -     $              -    
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit   $0-$25,000   $         25   None   $           25   $              50  
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit  $25,001-$50,000  $         25   None   $           50   $              75  
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit  $50,001-$100,000  $         25   None   $           75   $            100  
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit  $100,001-$250,000  $         25   None   $         100   $            125  
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit  $250,001-$500,000  $         25   None   $         200   $            225  
 Flood Plain Development 

Permit  $500,001 & Up  $         25   None   $         300   $            325  
 

       Maintenance and general upkeep activities do not require a building permit (roofing, siding, replacing windows etc.). 

       **Permit Fees will double if a permit is not obtained prior to construction. 
   

       

              



 

 

The Board acknowledged Manure Management Plan Renewal for: 1) Jorden Ag Site #1, #63867, owner Ahlio 

Group Inc, site located 2151 Jonquil Ave, Latimer, Sec 21, Richland Township 

 

The Board acknowledged Franklin County Alcoholism Service Center Financial Statements for period ending 

April 30, 2014.   

 

The Board acknowledged a letter from Miller & Miller Attorneys regarding State vs. Tom Rooney. 
 
Motion by Nolte, seconded by Eberling, adjourns at 11:44 AM until 5/19/14.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________     ATTEST: _______________________________________ 
Jerry L. Plagge, Chairman                                            Julie M. Pralle, Assistant Clerk to Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


